Google Search Console

The Definitive Guide

BACKLINKO

CCCCCCCCCCCCC



https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/

BACKLINK®

Share

This guide has everything you need v
to know about the Google Search (£ )
Console.

If you’re new to SEO, I'll show you how
to get started with the GSC.

And if you’re an SEO pro? I'll reveal
advanced tips, tactics and strategies
that you can use to get higher rankings.

Bottom line:

If you want to get the most out of the
new Search Console, you’ll love this
guide.
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Chapter 1

Getting Started With the Google
Search Console
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In this chapter I'll show you how to use
the Search Console. First, you’ll learn
how to add your site to the GSC. Then,
I’ll help you make sure your site settings
are good to go.
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Step #1: How to Add Your Site to the
GSC

First, login to the Google Search Console and click on “Add a
Property”.

R

ADD A PROPERTY Create a set

Then, copy and paste your homepage URL into the field.

Add a property
Select the type of property you would like to manage. Learn more.

Website = https://backlinko.com
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Next, it’s time to verify your site.

There are 7 ways to verify your site. Here are the 3 easiest ways to
get your site verified:

e HTML File: Upload a unique HTML file to your site.

e CNAME or TXT Record: Here’s where you add a special
CNAME or TXT record to your domain settings.

e HTML Code Snippet (my personal recommendation): Simply
upload a small snippet of code (an HTML tag) to the <head>
section of your homepage’s code.

Note: Make sure to verify the HTTPS and non-
HTTP versions of your site. This means adding:

https://example.com AND http://example.com as
separate properties.

Once you’ve done that, you can proceed to step 2.
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Step #2: Decide on a “Preferred
Domain”

Your 2nd step is to set a preferred domain.

This tells Google to use the “WWW?” or non-www version of your
site.

Site Settings

Preferred domain ) Don't set a preferred domain
) Display URLs as www.backlinko.com

® Display URLs as backlinko.com
/ Save Cancel

For example, Google can see your URLs as:

https://Example.com
Or
https:/www.Example.com

| personally don’t like “WWW?”, But that’s just me. It honestly has
zero impact on your SEO.
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So: Why does this matter?

The version you choose here is the version that will show up in the
search results.

So if you go with a “WWW?” version, your site will have a “WWW”
in the search results.

GO gle Ginas Coffee House Q

AL

Ginas Coffee House | Fresh Coffee in The Heart of New York

https://www.ginascoffeehouse.com

Important Note: You can also choose “Don’t set a preferred
domain”...

Site Settings

Preferred domain ® Don't set a preferred domain
Display URLs as www.backlinko.com
Display URLs as backlinko.com
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..but | wouldn’t recommend it. As Google says: “If you don’t
specify a preferred domain, we may treat the www and non-www
versions of the domain as separate references to separate pages.”

This can make your backlinks MUCH less powerful. So make sure
not to pick “Don’t set a preferred domain”.

Pro Tip: Setup an automatic 301 redirect that
redirects traffic and links FROM your non-
preferred domain name TO the preferred version.
For example, all links that point to https:/www.

backlinko.com/ automatically redirect to https://
backlinko.com/. This is best for user experience
and SEO.
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Step #3: Set Your Target Country

Google does a pretty good job figuring out which country your
site is targeting. To do that, they look at data like:

* Your ccTLD (for example: co.uk for UK sites)

* The address listed on your website

* Your server location

* The country you get most backlinks from

 The language your content is written in (English, French etc.)

That said, the more information you can give Google, the better.

So the next step is to set your target country inside the GSC.
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#1: Click the “International Targeting” link (under
“Search Traffic”)

[Z Try the new Search Console

Dashboard
Messages

» Search Appearance @

v Search Traffic
Search Analytics
Links to Your Site
Internal Links
Manual Actions
International Targeting
Mobile Usability

» Google Index
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#2: Click the “Country” tab

International Targeting

Target your audience based on location and langyg#te settings.

Language Country

© Your site has no hreflang tags.

Google uses hreflang tags to match the user's language pre
variation of your pages.

#3: Check the “Target users in” box

v/ Target users in: United States ~
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#4: Select your target country from the drop-down box

[Z Try the new Search Console

International Targeting
Dashboard

Messages

Language Country
» Search Appearance @

~ Search Traffic Learn more
SearchyAnalylios v Target users in: United States ~

Links to Your Site

Internal Links

Manual Actions

” . Save Cancel
International Targeting

And you’re all set.
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Step #4: Link Google Analytics With
Search Console

Back in 2013, Google switched all searches over to HTTPS.

Post-PRISM, Google Gonfirms Quietly
Moving To Make All Searches Secure, Except

For Ad Clicks

In the past month, Google quietly made a change aimed at encrypting all search activity —
except for clicks on ads. Google says this has been done to provide “extra protection” for
searchers, and the company may be aiming to block NSA spying activity. Possibly, it's a move
to increase ad sales. Or both. Welcome to the confusing world of Google secure search.

This was great for security. But it was a bummer for website

owners.

Suddenly, priceless keyword data vanished from Google Analytics.
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Instead, all we got was this:

Acquisition

Keyword t

Users

198

% of Total:
89.19% (222)

) §1. (not provided) 197 (99.49%)

The good news? There’s a simple way to get some of that keyword
data back:

Link Google Analytics with your Google Search Console account.
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Here’s how:

Open up your Google Analytics. Then, click the “Admin” button at
the bottom of the left menu.

A HOME How do you acquire users?
m+ CUSTOMIZATION Traffic Channel Source /
Reports

Q  DISCOVER

I
|
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Click on the “Property Settings” link.

Account [l SN CETCRTLIT MM -+ Create Property

Backlinko v Backlinko v
Bhy Account Settings -

am= User Management s User Management

Y AllFilters JS  Tracking Info

O Change History PRODUCT LINKING

. == Adwords Linking
B TrashCan
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Scroll down until you see the “Adjust Search Console” button.
Click it!

Start In-Page Analytics in

® Embedded mode (recommended)

Full view mode
Use of full view mode is recommended only if your site has trouble loading in embedded mode.

Search Console

Adjust Search Console

Click on “Add”.

Search Console Settings

Search Console site
By linking your Analytics property to your Search Console account(s), Search Console data will be imported in
Analytics and included in your Google Analytics reporting. Learn more

Scroll down until you find your website, check the box, and hit
“Save”.

@https://backlinko.comfff his site is not linked to any web property in your Google Analytics account.
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You’re done! Analytics and Search Console are now linked.

Let’s see what you get...

Landing pages with impression and click data:

A HOME

BT CUSTOMIZATION

Reports

(© ReAL-TIME
®  AUDIENCE

> ACQUISITION

Overview
»  All Traffic
»  AdWords

v Search Console

/google-keyword-planner
/how-to-rank-youtube-videos
/seo-tools
/increase-website-traffic
/seo-techniques
/search-engine-ranking
/on-page-seo

/google-ranking-factors

Impressions

Impression, click, CTR, and position data by country:

v

Clicks
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2>*  ACQUISITION

Overview
» Al Traffic
» AdWords

v Search Console
Landing Pages
Devices
Queries

»  Social

» Campaigns

But most importantly...

Country

1. ®§ United States
2. hm India

3. EiE United Kingdom
4. [+l Canada

5. ™ Ukraine

keyword data:

e  ACQUISITION Search Query
Overview
»  All Traffic
» AdWords 1. (other)
v Search Console 2.
Landing Pages 3.
Countries

'
5.

Impressions ¥ Clicks

Clicks - Impressions CTR
23,965 942,133 2.54%
% of Total % of Total: 82.92% | Avg for View: 2.11%
100.00% (23,965) (1,136,150) (20.59%)
10,037 (41.88%) 263,329 (27.95%) 3.81%
1,383 (5.77%) 1,732 (0.18%) 79.85%
543 (2.27%) 6,825 (0.72%) 7.96%
425 (1.77%) 1,577 (0.17%) 26.95%
370 (1.54%) 4,802 (0.51%) 771%

Boom! It’s not perfect. Half of the queries are listed as “Other”.
But if you compare this to what you usually get from Analytics...

..I'm calling that a win.
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Step #5: Check For Security Issues

Finally, check to see if you have any security issues that might be
hurting your site’s SEQO.

To do that, click “Security Issues”.

» Search Appearance i ]

» Search Traffic

» Google Index

» Crawl
Security Issues

Web Tools
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And see what Google says:

{_ https://backlinko.com/ Help ~ O >

Security Issues

Currently, we haven't detected any security issues with your site's content. If you want to learn more about security issues and how they could affect your site, review our
resources for hacked sites.

However, if you see a malware warning in the browser when navigating to your site, it's likely that your site is referencing code or content from another domain that has malware.
Read up on cross-site malware and learn how to address it.

In most cases, as you see here, there aren’t any security problems
with my site. But it’s worth checking.

Step #6: Add a Sitemap

I’ll be honest:

If you have a small site, you probably don’t NEED to submit a
sitemap to Google.

But for bigger sites (like ecommerce sites with thousands of
pages) a sitemap is KEY.

That said: | recommend that you go ahead and submit a sitemap
either way.
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Here’s how to do it:

First up, you need to create a sitemap. If you’re running
WordPress with the Yoast plugin, you should already have one.

If you don’t have a sitemap yet, head over to Yoast. Then, set the
XML sitemaps setting to “On” (under “General/Features”):

ﬂ SEO XML sitemaps @

General Enable the XML sitemaps that Yoast SEO generates. See the XML sitemap. Read why XML
Sitemaps are important for your site.

Search Appearance

Search Console

Social

Click the “See the XML Sitemap” link, which will take you to your
sitemap:

XML Sitemap

Generated by YoastSEOQ, this is an XML Sitemap, meant for consumption by search engines.

You can find more information about XML sitemaps on sitemaps.org.
This XML Sitemap Index file contains 2 sitemaps.

Sitemap Last Modified
https://backlinko.com/post-sitemap.xmi 2018-04-17 08:52 -05:00

https://backlinko.com/page-sitemap.xml 2018-04-04 09:54 -05:00
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Don’t use Yoast? Go to yoursite.com/sitemap.xml. If you have a
sitemap, it’s usually here. If not, you want to create one.

So let’s submit a sitemap to Google. It’s SUPER easy to do in the
new GSC.

How To Access The NEW Google Search Console

So Google recently launched a new Google Search Console. It
doesn’t have all the features of the old GSC yet. Until then, we
need to use both.

To access the new Search Console, log into your GSC account,
then click on “Try the new Search Console”.

[2 Try the new Search Console

Dashboard
Messages

» Search Appearance @
» Search Traffic

» Google Index

» Crawl

Security Issues
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And you’ll see the new GSC in all its glory.

Google Search Console *™ [@ tttps://backlinko.com/
[ status Status

Performance

Index coverage Performance OPEN REPORT >
4  Ssitemaps B 337,940 Total clicks

@ Coming soon...

45K
@ Hep 3K
JA  Submit feedback 1.5

5] Gotothe old version o ) .
Feb 11,2018 Feb 25 Mar 11 Mar 25 Apr8 Apr 22

Made it into the new GSC? Good.

Grab your sitemap URL. Then, hit the “Sitemaps” button.

rerrormance
Index coverage —

1 Sitemaps

@ Coming soon...
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Paste in your URL and click “Submit”.

Sitemaps

Add a new sitemap

hnps://backlinkocoml sitemap_index.xml| I

And that’s it:

Sitemap submitted successfully

Google will periodically process it and look for changes. You will be notified if
anything goes wrong with it in the future.

Told you it was easy
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Chapter 2
How to Optimize Your Technical
SEO With the GSC

BACKLINKO ... BACKLINKO .COM
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In this chapter I'll share the tactics | use
to SLAM DUNK my technical SEO.

As you know, when you fix these
technical SEO problems, you’ll usually
find yourself with higher rankings and
more traffic.

And the Google Search Console has a
TON of features to help you easily spot

and fix technical SEO issues.

Here’s how to use them:;

Share

BACKLINKO.COM
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Use The New ‘“Index Coverage” Report
To Find (And Fix) Problems With
Indexing

If everything on your website is setup right, Google will:
a) Find your page

and

b) Quickly add it to their index

But sometimes, things go wrong.

Things you NEED to fix if you want Google to index all of your
pages.

And that’s where the Index Coverage report comes in.

Let’s dive in.
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What is the Index Coverage Report?

The Index Coverage report lets you know which pages from your
site are in Google’s index. It also lets you know about technical
issues that prevent pages from getting indexed.

Valid Excluded

o 54.9K 219K

[ impressions

Pages
300K

225K
150K
7 i
Y

4]
~

1
Fb25,201ﬂ Mar h11 Mar h25 ApIS April 22

0

[

It’s part of the new GSC and replaces the “Index Status” report in
the old Search Console.

BACKLINKC

BACKLINKO.COM
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Note: The new Index Coverage report is pretty
complicated.

And | could just hand you a list of features and
wish you luck.

(In fact, that’s what most other “ultimate guides”
do).

Instead, I’'m going to walk you through an analysis
of a REAL site (this one), step-by-step.

That way you can watch me use the Index
Coverage Report to uncover problems... and fix
them.
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How to Find Errors With The Index
Coverage Report

At the top of the Index Coverage report we’ve got 4 tabs:

Error

Valid with warnings
Valid

Excluded

NN N

Error Valid with warnings Valid Excluded

54 - BEE o 549K o 219K

[[] impressions

Pages
160

120
80

40

0

Let’s focus on the “error” tab for now.

As you can see, this site has 54 errors. The chart shows how that
number has changed over time.
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If you scroll down, you get deets on each of these errors:

Status

Status

Error

Error

Error

Error

Error

There’s a lot to take in here.

Reason

Submitted URL seems to be a Soft 404

Submitted URL has crawl issue

Redirect error

Submitted URL not found (404)

Server error (5xx)

validation ™

o Not Started

o Not Started

o Not Started

o Not Started

Rows per page

Trend

10 1-50f 5

|4

Pages

27

So to help you make sense of each “reason”, here are some quick
definitions:
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“Submitted URL seems to be a Soft 404”

This means that the page was “not found”, but delivered an
incorrect status code in the header. (I've found this one to
be a little buggy)

“Redirect error”

There’s a redirect for this page (301/302). But it ain’t
working.

“Submitted URL not found (404)”

The page wasn’t found and the server returned the correct
HTTP status code (404). All good. (Well, if you ignore the
fact that the page is broken...)

“Submitted URL has crawl issue”

This could be a 100 different things. You’ll have to visit the
page to see what’s up.

“Server errors (5xx)”

Googlebot couldn’t access the server. It might have
crashed, timed out, or been down when Googlebot
stopped by.
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And when you click on an error status, you get a list of pages with
that particular problem.

& Submitted URL not found (404)

Affected pages

6

40

30

20

: ol ... oot
| 1 i | |
Feb 25,2018 March 11 March 25 April 8 April 22 May 6

Examples @ = %
URL b Last crawled
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/asus-transformer-pad-102996p.html 4/23/18
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/motorola-moto-e4-276077c1.html 4/20/18

404 errors should be easy to fix. So let’s start with those.
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Click a URL on the list. This opens up a side panel with 4 options:

Google Search Console ™ https://www.meintrendyhand.. ~

& Submitted URL not found (404)

Page details

20
) I““Ihﬂllllllllllllll 1l ||||||| O
anliiliiRm ..

Feb 25‘ 2018 Marc‘,h 1 March 25 A Z TEST ROBOTS.TXT BLOCKING
[/4 FETCH AS GOOGLE
Examples @ [} VIEW AS SEARCH RESULT
-~ [/4 suBMmIT TO INDEX

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/asus-transformerg#d-102996p.html

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/motor

to-e4-276077c1.html

https://www meintrendyhandy.de/shop/lg-k8-2017-271193c1.html

But first, let’s visit the URL with a browser. That way, we can
double check that the page is really down.


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

MyTrendyPhane & CLus TReNoY LoaiN (0 s

ONUNE SINCE 2003

ﬁ ALL CATEGORIES MOBILE ACCESSORIES TABLET ACCESSORIES IPOD ACCESSORIES ‘GOMPUTER ACCESSORIES

ENTER SEARCH TERM n (® LIVECHAT

(©) FAST DELIVERY (¥) LIVE GHAT 9AM - 9PM (¥) 30 DAY PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE

THE PAGE YOU WERE LOOKING FOR WAS NOT FOUND

We are sorry, but the page you were locking for could not be found. Take a look at our best selling products listed below, or simply use the search box to find the
product you are looking for. For more information, please contact our customer service by phone, chat or e-mail.

CONTACT US:

WRITE, CALL OR CHAT:
Customer.Care@MyTrendyPhone.co.uk

START LIVE CHAT

ST | X

Sales hotline: 0845 303 8663 @
Customer service hotline: 0845 300 9062

Mon - Fri: 7am - 9pm
Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm

Yup. It’s down.

Next, click “Fetch as Google” in the side panel.

Page details X

(O  Last crawled: May 4, 2018, 1:23:57 PM

Z TEST ROBOTS.TXT BLOCKING
Z FETCH AS GOOGLE
Z VIEW AS SEARCH RESULT

Z SUBMIT TO INDEX
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Click “Fetch™:

Fetch as Google

See how Google renders pages from your website. Learn more

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/
shop/lg-k8-2017-271193c1.htm

Leave URL blank to fetch the homepage. Requests may take a few minutes to process.

Desktop v FETCH FETCH AND RENDER

And Googlebot will rush over to your page. Sure enough, this
page is still giving me a 404 “Not found” status.

shop/ig-k8-2017-271193c1.html Desktop v O Not found 3/20/18, 10:59 PM

How do we fix it?
Well, we have two options:

1. Leave it as is. Google will eventually deindex the page. This
makes sense if the page is down for a reason (like if you don’t
sell that product anymore).

2. You can redirect the 404 page to a similar product page,
category page, or blog post.


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

How to Fix “Soft 404” Errors

Now it’s time to fix these pesky “Soft 404” errors.

Again, check out the URLs with that error.

< Submitted URL seems to be a Soft 404

60
45
30

0

1 I 1 |
Feb 25,2018 March 11 March 25 April 8 April 22 May 6

Examples ® = X
URL ' Last crawled
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/fivestar-f-808-multifunktions-bluetooth-stereo-lautsprecher-162447p.htm| 5/10/18
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/Ig-akkus-273s1.html 5/7/18

Then, visit each URL in your browser.

Looks like the first page on the list is loading fine.
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PARATUR SMARTPHONE & TABLET.

KUNDENSERVICE  KONTAKT AR AGB EITUNG UBERUNS CLUBTRENDY ~DE mm

MeinTrendyHandy @ BESTELLSTATUS WARENKORE | 3

& CLUB TRENDY LOGIN 0 Insgesamt 0,00 EUR

ﬁ ALLE KATEGORIEN HANDY ZUBEHOR TABLET ZUBEHOR IPOD ZUBEHOR PG & NOTEBOOK ZUBEHOR SPIELKONSOLEN ZUBEHOR FOTO & VIDEO

o~ g
= £ -
ZUBEHOR FINDEN u (® uvecrat (3) KUNDENSERVICE 0180 63 06 988* @ J @

@ KUNDENSERVICE CHAT ERREICHBARKEIT: MO. — FR.: 10:00 — 22:00 UHR

« Zurlick

KUNDENSERVICE
CHAT ERREICHBARKEIT:
MO. - FR.: 10:00 - 22:00 UHR

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB 4 10.1 DISPLAYGLAS UND TOUCHSCREEN REPARATUR -
WEISS

ERHALTEN SIE 7% RABATT DURCH
DEN BEITRITT IM CLUB TRENDY

SCHNELLE LIEFERUNG

UBER 5.000.000 ZUFRIEDENE
KUNDEN

15 JAHRE ONLINE

O 00 O ©

79,00 EUR

TRENDY CLUB PREIS 73,47 EUR -
BEITRITT KOSTENFREI >
GuUT

445500

- 10 JAHRE ERFAHRUNG
- SCHNELLE LIEFERUNG * % % A

= HOCHWERTIGE ERSATZTEILE
- QUALIFIZIERTE TECHNIKER

Let’s see if Google can access the page OK. Again, we’ll use
“Fetch as Google”.

< Submitted URL seems to be a Soft 404

0- - O
A

ast crawled: Apr 23, 2018, 12:47:01 AM

Feb 25, 2018 March 11 March 25

[Z} TEST ROBOTS.TXT BLOCKING

Z |
Examples @ I [/} FETCH AS GOOGLE

E VIEW AS SEARCH RESULT
URL

Ef SUBMIT TO INDEX

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/fivestar-f-808-multifunktionsgluetooth-stereo-lau

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/Ig-akkus-273s1.html

&

TEST ROBOTS.TXT BLOCKING
https://www meintrendyhandy.de/shop/samsung-galaxy-tab-142612p.html

&

FETCH AS GOOGLE
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/Ig-g3-s-145586p.html
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This time we’ll choose “Fetch and Render”. Fetch and Render
sends Googlebot to the page. It also renders the page so you can
see your page like Googlebot sees it.

Fetch as Google

See how Google renders pages from your website. Learn more

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/
shop/samsung-galaxy-tab-142612p.html

Leave URL blank to fetch the homepage. Requests may take a few minutes to process

Desktop = FETCH FETCH AND RENDER &

Looks like Google found the page this time.

Path Googlebot type Render requested Status Date

/shop/samsung-galaxy-tab-14261

2p.html Desktop v @ Partial Request indexing 5M14/18,4:14 PM 3

Now let’s see how Google rendered the page.
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Fetch as Google

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/samsung-galaxy-tab-142612p.html| & RequEETinteeng
Googlebot type: Desktop (render requested)

@ Partial on Monday, May 14, 2018 at 4:14:45 PM PDT

Fetching Rendering

This is how a visitor to your website would have
This is how Googlebot saw the page: seen the page:

(@ WERDEN SIE CLUB-TRENDY-MITGLIED U (2) WERDEN SIE CLUB-TRENDY.MITGLIED U}

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB 4 10.1 DISPLAYGLAS UND TOUCHSCREE SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB 4 10.1 DISPLAYGLAS UND TOUCHSCREE
WEISS : WEISS

f

# | 79,00 EU

TRENDY CLUB PRES 7
DL RosTEAT AL +

o

® 1 79,00 EU

TRENOY CLUB PRESS 73
BRI RT3 AL -

Looks pretty much the same as how visitors see it. That’s good.

Next, scroll down. Google shows you resources that users see....
but Google can’t fully see.
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Googlebot couldn't get all resources for this page. Here's a list: @

URL Type Reason  Severity

https://static.criteo.net/js/Id/Id.js [2 Seript Blocked Low robots.txt

https://chat2.mtpdev3.com/script.php?id=2be60fb6454

ec03ccaBd4318/44af340 0 Script Blocked Low robots.txt

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/conversion_

- Script Blocked Low robots.txt
async.js [J

https://pixel.rubiconproject.com/tap.php?v=320848&nid=2
960&put=MzI1NTgTNTYOMjMxNTUONTgyOA..&expir Image  Blocked Low robots.txt
es=30 [J

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/pages/ro/360/product
s/360_animation/91008-VAR/Images/91008-VAR/Lv2/i AJAX
mg01.jpg 2

Not
found

Sometimes there’s a good reason to block certain resources from
Googlebot. But sometimes these blocked resources can lead to
soft 404 errors.

In this case though, these 5 things are all meant to be blocked. So
let’s move on...
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Finally, click the “Fetching” tab to see the live HTTP status code.

https://www.meintrendybgfidy.de/shop/samsung-galaxy-tab-142612p.htm| 2

Request indexing

Googlebot type
@ Partial ongM

top (render requested)
ay, May 14, 2018 at 4:14:45 PM PDT

Fetching Rendering

Downloaded HTTP response:

HTTP/1.1 2@ 0K
2.2

Date: Mon, 14 May 2018 23:14:47 GMT

Content-Type: text/html; Charset=UTF-8
Content-Length: 122872

Connection: keep-alive

Cache-Control: no-store, must-revalidate,no-cache
Pragma: no-cache,no-cache,no-cache,no-cache
Accept-Ranges: bytes

10 Expires: Mon, 14 May 2618 23:13:46 GMT

11 Vary: Accept-Encoding

12 P3P: CP="OUR PSA PSD BUS UNI NID DSP NOI COR"

13 Set-Cookie: ASPSESSIONIDCCSSCBSD=PJICBLEMBMLIOPHJILMAAGBLLE; path=/
14 X-BackendServer: shopentlweb4 danhosting dk

15 X-Forwarded-For: 66.249.76.122

16 Age: @

17 Via: 1.1 varnish (Varnish/5.2)

18 X-Cache: MISS

19

Lo~V AW

Nice! The 200 status means that the page was found this time and
should be indexable.

So we’re good.

The next time Googlebot stops by, the page should get indexed.
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How to Fix Other Errors

You can use the same exact process | just used for “Soft 404s” to
fix any error you run into:

Load up the page in your browser

“Fetch and Render” as Google

Read over the specific issues that the GSC tells you about
Check the HTTP status of the page

NN

Here are a few examples:

Redirect Error

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/ipad-pro-displayschutzfolie-245343c1.html
Googlebot type: Desktop (render requested)
Redirected on Monday, May 14, 2018 at 8:10:56 AM PDT

This URL https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/ipad-pro-panzerglas-
redirected to: schutzfolie-1-gen-2-gen-245343c1.html

Fetching

Downloaded HTTP response:

HTTP/1.1 301 Moved Permanently

3 Date: Mon, 14 May 2018 15:10:57 GMT

4 Content-Type: text/html; Charset=utf-8

5 Content-Length: @

6 Connection: keep-alive

7 Cache-Control: no-store, must-revalidate,no-cache

8 Pragma: no-cache

9 Expires: Mon, 14 May 2018 15:09:57 GMT

1@ Location: /shop/ipad-pro-panzerglas-schutzfolie-1-gen-2-gen-245343cl.html
11 P3P: CP="OUR PSA PSD BUS UNI NID DSP NOI COR'

12 Set-Cookie: ASPSESSIONIDCCSSCBSD=KDNJJEMBDGMAMIIACIFPOJIPM; path=/

12 Y_RarkandCaruan: chanantlushA AanhAact+ina Al

Everything looks good here.
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Crawl Error

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/motorola-moto-e4-276077¢c1.html 2
Googlebot type: Desktop
& Complete on Monday, May 14, 2018 at 7:05:16 AM PDT

Fetching k

Downloaded HTTP response:

HTTP/1.1 200 OK
2.2

Date: Mon, 14 May 2018 14:05:17 GMT

Content-Type: text/html; Charset=UTF-8
Content-Length: 118287

Connection: keep-alive

Cache-Control: no-store, must-revalidate,no-cache
Pragma: no-cache,no-cache,no-cache,no-cache
Accept-Ranges: bytes

16 Expires: Mon, 14 May 2018 14:04:17 GMT

11 Vary: Accept-Encoding

12 P3P: CP="OUR PSA PSD BUS UNI NID DSP NOI COR'

12 Set-Cookie: ASPSESSIONIDCCSSCBSD=MGBHIEMBHKDIKICKCHBIIMIF; path=/
14 X-BackendServer: shopentlweb4_danhosting_dk

15 X-Forwarded-For: 66.249.76,122

16 Age: @

17 Via: 1.1 varnish (Varnish/5.2)

18 X-Cache: MISS

19

Voo~NOUVThw

Don’t see any issues here.
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Server Error

The server error has disappeared on its own:

Affected pages

0

1
0 III

1 | 1 | |
Feb 25,2018 March 11 March 25 April 8 April 22 May 6

Must have been a temporary issue with hosting. But you’d want to
keep an eye on that to make sure it doesn’t happen again.

Bottom line? With a bit of work, you can fix ALL errors from the
Index Coverage report.


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

BACKLINKC

How to Fix “Warnings” In The Index
Coverage Report

| don’t know about you...

..but | don’t like to leave anything to chance when it comes to
SEO.

Which means | don’t mess around when | see a bright orange
“Warning”.

So let’s hit the “Valid with warnings” tab in the Index Coverage
Report.

Valid Excluded

o 549K, 219K

Error
o4 ®
D Impressions

Pages
40

30
20
10

0

BACKLINKO.COM
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This time there’s just one warning: “Indexed, though blocked by
robots.txt”.

Status =

Status Reason validation T Trend

Indexed, though blocked by robots.txt o Not Started -

So what’s going on here?
Let’s find out.

The GSC is telling us the page is getting blocked by robots.txt.
So instead of hitting “Fetch As Google”, click on “Test Robots.txt
Blocking”:

&« Indexed, though blocked by robots.txt

Page details

Feb 25,2018 March 11 March 25 y: i
“ - ‘ " (© Lastcrawled: May 7,2018,9:10:11 AM

Z TEST ROBOTS.TXT BLOCKING
Examples &
Z FETCH AS GOOGLE

URL
z VIEW AS SEARCH RESULT

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/nach-modell-166845c1.html

Z SUBMIT TO INDEX

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/external/pages/ro/rma/rma.as,
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/external/pages/de/|
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/external/pages/de/ctcompetition/index.html

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/nach-typ-272602¢1.html
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This takes us to the robots.txt tester in the old Search Console. As
it turns out, this URL IS getting blocked by robots.txt.

% Try the new Search Console
Dashboard
Messages (11)

» Search Appearance @
» Search Traffic
» Google Index

~ Crawl
Crawl Errors
Crawl Stats
Fetch as Google
robots.txt Tester
Sitemaps

URL Parameters

Security Issues

Web Tools

robots.txt Tester

Edit your robots.txt and check for errors. Learn more.

Latest version seen on 5/13/18, 5:42 AM OK (200) 18,601 Bytes ~ See live robots.txt

6 Noindex:/newsletter/*

8 User-agent: *
9 Disallow: /*-277787cl.html
16 Disallow: /*external/pages/ro/rma/rma.asp
11 Disallow: /*external/pages/da/rma.asp
12 Disallow: /*newsletter*.html
st rescompetition ]
14 Disallow: /*club_trendy.asp
15 Disallow: /shop/cms-Wat-is-bluetooth.html
16 Disallow: /shop/cms-Qu-est-ce-que-le-Bluetooth.html
17 Disallow: /shop/cms-What-is-Bluetooth.html
18 Disallow: /shop/cms-19.html
19 Disallow: /shop/cms-39.html
20 Disallow: /shop/cms-151.html

@ 0Errors £ 0 Waming Submit

So what’s the fix?

Well, if you want the page indexed, you should unblock it from

Robots.txt (duh).

But if you don’t want it indexed, you have two options:

1. Add the “noindex,follow” tag to the page. And unblock it from

robots.txt

2. Get rid of the page using the URL Removal Tool

Let’s see how to use the URL Removal Tool:
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How To Use The URL Removal Tool In Search Console

The URL Removal Tool is a quick and easy way to remove pages
from Google’s index.

Click on “Google Index” in the sidebar of the old GSC. Then, click
“Remove URLS”.

» Search Traffic

~ Google Index Crawl Errors

Index Status Site Errors

Blocked Resources

DNS Server
Remove URLs ‘_— connectivity
» Crawl < ¢
Security Issues
URL Errors

Web Tools

Finally, paste in the URL you want to remove:
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Google

Search Console

% Try the new Search Console

Dashboard
Messages (11)
» Search Appearance (i ]

» Search Traffic

~ Google Index
Index Status

Blocked Resources
Remove URLs

» Crawl
Security Issues

Web Tools

H-H o
https:/iwww.meintrendyhandy.de/ Help - 0 >

Remove URLs

Temporarily remove URLs that you own from search results. To remove content permanently, you must remove
or update the source page. More information.
Show 25rows ~ 1-1 of 1
Temporarily hide

Enter the URL on your site that you'd like to hide (case-sensitive)
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/shop/ | Continue

Poubte triple check that you entered the right URL, then click
“Submit Request”.

Request Temporarily hide page from search results and remove from cache ¥

type:

The site owner has removed the page or blocked it from search engines.

Cancel

Submit Request
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Note: A removal is only active for 90 days. After
that Googlebot will attempt to recache the page.

But considering the page is blocked through
robots.txt...

..this page will be gone for good!

Check Indexed Pages For Possible
Issues

Now let’s move on to the “Valid” tab. This tells us how many pages
are indexed in Google.

Error Valid with warnings

54 38

Excluded

219K

[ mpressions

Pages
80K

[=]
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What should you look for here? Two things:

#1: Unexpected drop (or increase) of indexed pages
Notice a sudden drop in the number of indexed pages?

That could be a sign that something’s wrong:

* Maybe a bunch of pages are blocking Googlebot.
« Or maybe you added a noindex tag by mistake.

Either way:

Unless you purposely deindexed a bunch of pages, you definitely
want to check this out.

On the flip side:
What if you notice a sudden increase in indexed pages?
Again, that might be a sign that something is wrong.

(For example, maybe you unblocked a bunch of pages that are
supposed to be blocked).
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#2: An unexpectedly high number of indexed pages

There are currently 41 posts at Backlinko.

Posts Add New

All (45) ||Pub|ished (41)I| Drafts (4) | Trash (1)

Bulk Actions % Apply All dates %

So when | take a look at the “Valid” report in Index Coverage, I'd
expect to see about that many pages indexed.

But if it’s WAY higher than 41? That’s a problem. And I’'m going to
have to fix it.
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Oh, in case you’re wondering... here’s what | do see:

Index Status Showing data from the last year

Basic Advanced

M Total indexed @

8

az STNT  SZINT  GANT  GNBAT  TZAT  TAGNT TBONT  BAXNT BRTNT SMOMT 82417 1087 102NT  1SMT  MISAT 1208M7 12MTNT 1ZBIMT 11418 12818 M8 22518 I8 ARS8 4818

The numbers shown in the graph may be up to a week old, and may not reflect some fiters that can prevent indexed URLS from appearing in our search results. Leamn more.

So no need to worry about me
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Make Sure Excluded Stuff Should Be
Excluded

Now:

There are plenty of good reasons to block search engines from
indexing a page.

Maybe it’s a login page.
Maybe the page contains duplicate content.

Or maybe the page is low quality.

Note: When | say “low quality”, | don’t mean the
page is garbage. It could be that the page is useful

for users... but not for search engines.

That said:

You definitely want to make sure Google doesn’t exclude pages
that you WANT indexed.
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In this case, we have a lot of excluded pages...

Errar

o4

] impressions

Pages
240K

180K
120K

60K

And if you scroll down, you get a list of reasons that each page is

» 38

Valid with warnings Valid

1 1 1
Feb 25,2018 March 11 March 25

excluded from Google’s index.

Status

Status

Excluded

Excluded

Excluded

Excluded

Excluded

Excluded

Excluded

Excluded

Excluded

Excluded

Reason

Page with redirect

Crawl anomaly

Alternate page with proper canonical tag

Crawled - currently not indexed

Submitted URL not selected as canonical

Not found (404)

Blocked by robots.txt

Google chose different canonical than user

Duplicate page without canonical tag

Soft 404

o 549K  BPAELS

Excluded

| 1
April 8 April 22

Validation Trend

N/A

N/A —_—

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

I
May 6

= =

Pages

104,315
54,655
47,227

5,423
4,689
2,387
354
213
57

27
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So let’s break this down...

“Page with redirect”

The page is redirecting to another URL.

This is totally fine. Unless there are backlinks (or internal links)
pointing to that URL, they’ll eventually stop trying to index it.
“Alternate page with proper canonical tag”

Google found an alternative version of this page somewhere else.

That’s what a canonical URL is supposed to do. So that’s A-OK.

“Crawl Anomaly”
Yikes! Could be a number of things. So we’ll need to investigate.

In this case, it looks like the pages listed are returning a 404.
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“Crawled - currently not indexed”
Hmmm...

These are pages that Google has crawled, but (for some reason)
are not indexed.

Google doesn’t give you the exact reason they won’t index the
page.

But from my experience, this error means: the page isn’t good
enough to warrant a spot in the search results.

So, what should you do to fix this?

My advice: work on improving the quality of any pages listed.
For example, if it’s a category page, add some content that
describes that category. If the page has lots of duplicate content,
make it unique. If the page doesn’t have much content on it, beef

it up.

Basically, make the page worthy of Google’s index.
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“Submitted URL not selected as Canonical”
This is Google telling you:

“This page has the same content as a bunch of other pages. But
we think another URL is better”

So they’ve excluded this page from the index.

My advice: if you have duplicate content on a number of pages,
add the noindex meta robots tag to all duplicate pages except the
one you want indexed.

“Blocked by robots.txt”

These are pages that robots.txt is blocking Google from crawling.

It’s worth double checking these errors to make sure what you’re
blocking is meant to be blocked.

If it’s all good? Then robots.txt is doing its job and there’s nothing
to worry about.
“Duplicate page without canonical tag”

The page is part of set of duplicate pages, and doesn’t include a
canonical URL.

In this case it’s pretty easy to see what’s up.
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Examples = ¥

URL & Last crawled
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/images/Manual-DE-188318.pdf 5/6/18
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/images/Swissvoice-Vintage-20-Black-0802201 3-1.pdf 5/3/18
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/pages/ro/rotator/rss_com.rss 4/29/18
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/pages/en/Shipment_and_delivery.html| 4/26/18
https:/www.meintrendyhandy.de/pages/ro/review/terms.asp 4/12/18
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/pages/ro/club_trendy_page/ct_popup/ct-popup.asp 476/18
https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/images/80248-pdf.pdf 4/3/18

We’ve got a number of PDF documents. And these PDFs contain
content from other pages on the site.

Honestly, this isn’t a big deal. But to be on the safe side, you ask

your web developer to block these PDFs using robots.txt. That
way, Google ONLY indexes the original content.

“Discovered - currently not indexed”

Google has crawled these pages, but hasn’t included them in the
index yet.

“Excluded by ‘noindex’ tag”

All good. The noindex tag is doing its job.
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So that’s the Index Coverage report. I'm sure you’ll agree: it’s a
VERY impressive tool.

Check The “HTML Improvements”
Report

I’m no coder.

But even | know that screwing up your HTML can hurt your SEO.

And this is especially true for your title and description tags.

In short, every page on your site should have:

1. A unique, well written title (up to approx. 65-70 characters)

2. A unique, well written meta description (up to approx. 300
characters)

Every. Single. Page.

(Yes, even if you run an ecommerce site with a bazillion pages)

Fortunately, it’'s EXTREMELY easy to spot HTML problems in the
Search Console.
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Just load up the “HTML Improvements” report and Google will tell
you what’s up:

Google # 0
Search Console https:/iwww.meintrendyhandy.de/ ~ Help O -
2 Try the new Search Console HTML lmprovements

Dashboard Last updated May 13, 2018

Messages (11) Addressing the following may help your site's user experience and performance.

Meta description Pages

~ Search Appearance i ] P 9
Structured Data Duplicate meta descriptions 665
Rich Cards Long meta descriptions 0

Data Highlighter

Short meta descriptions 114
HTML Improvements i

Accelerated Mobile Pages

Title tag Pages
b Searen Teaflic Missing title tags 0
» Google Index " "
Duplicate title tags 182
» Crawl
Long title tags 0
Security Issues
Short title tags 0
Web Tools
Non-informative title tags 0

Non-indexable content Pages
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Need specifics? Just click on a category for a full list of pages with
issues.

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/ - Help - 0 ¥

HTML Improvements “-

Duplicate meta descriptions

Meta description information can give users a clear idea of your site's content and encourage users to click on your
site in the search results pages.

Download this table Show 25rows ~ 1-25 of 250 >

Pages with duplicate meta descriptions Pages

» Original Samsung-Abdeckung, Halb-durchsichtiges Klappetui, Mit integrierter Smart-Funktion, Automati 2

» Bis 10 Meter Tiefe wasserdicht, Material: PC+Silikon, Staubschutz, Mit Umhangeband, IP-68 zertifizi 2
» Autoladegerét mit FM-Sender, ideal fur unterwegs, Zwei USB-Ports zum Laden von Smartphones, 5
Tablet

» Praktischer Gurtelclip, magnetische Teile, einfacher Zugriff, Material: echtes Rindsleder 2
» Magnetverschluss, Gurtel-Clip, Material: echtes Rindsleder 2
» Original Samsung, Hersteller-Nr.: GH97-16679 4

Simple.
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Chapter 3
Get More Organic Traffic with the
Performance Report

A

BACKLINK BACKLINKO.COM
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In this chapter we’re going to deep dive
into my favorite part of the GSC: “The
Performance Report”.

Why is it my favorite?

Because I've used this report to
increase organic traffic to Backlinko
again and again.

I’ve also seen lots of other people use
the Performance Report to get similar
results.

So without further ado, let’s get
started...

Share

BACKLINKO.COM
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What Is The Performance Report?

The “Performance” report in Google Search Console shows you
your site’s overall search performance in Google. This report not
only shows you how many clicks you get, but also lets you know
your CTR and average ranking position.

Total clicks Total impressions Average CTR Average position

183K , 417K R ] I R

Clicks Impressions
320

8K

M NAAAAN Y

160 AN K
N—Y

80 2K

0 0

| | 1 | | 1
Feb 25,2018 March 11 March 25 April 8 April 22 May &

And this new Performance Report replaces the “Search Analytics”
report in the old Search Console (and the old Google Webmaster
Tools).

Yes, a lot of the data is the same as the old “Search Analytics”
report. But you can now do cool stuff with the data you get (like
filter to only show AMP results).
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But my favorite addition to the new version is this:

In the old Search Analytics report you could only see search data
from the last 90 days.

Search Type Search Appearance Dates
Web - No filter ~ Last 28 days -
Last 7 days Set date range >
Total clicks Last 28 days Compare date ranges >
Reset (Last 28 days)
Last 90 days
5,818 Y
Custom ...
Clicks

300

ZZW

(Which sucked)

Now?
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We get 16 MONTHS of data:

X Date range

FILTER COMPARE

Last 7 days
Last 28 days
Last 3 months
Last 6 months
Last 12 months

Last 16 months &

Custom

O ® O OO O O

2018-02-13 & - 2018-05-12 =

For an SEO junkie like me, 16 months of data is like opening
presents on Christmas morning.

(In fact, | used to pay for a tool to automatically pull and save
my old Google Webmaster Tools data. Now, thanks to the beta
version of the new GSC, it’s a free service)
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How To Supercharge Your CTR With
The Performance Report

There’s no question that CTR is a key Google ranking factor.

The question is:

How can you improve your CTR?

The GSC Performance Report.

Note: Like | did in the last chapter, I'm going to walk you
through a real-life case study.

Last time, we looked at an ecommerce site. Now we’re
going to see how to use the GSC to get more traffic to a

blog (this one).

Specifically, you’re going to see how | used The
Performance Report to increase this site’s CTR by 63.2%.

So let’s fire up the Performance report in the new Search Console
and get started...

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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#1: Find Pages With a Low CTR

First, highlight the “Average CTR” and “Average Position” tabs:

Total clicks Total impressions Average CTR Average position

18.3K 417K 4.4% 31.2
© ® ® '

You want to focus on pages that are ranking #5 or lower... and
have a bad CTR. So let’s filter out positions 1-4.

To do that, click on the filter button, and check the “Position” box.

1 = ¥

|| Clicks
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You’'ll now see a filter box above the data. So we can go ahead
and set this to “Greater than” 4.9:

Filter by F

Greater than 4.9 ¢_-

Queries V' Clicks Impressions CTR
best skateboard 435 8,252 5.3%
decks

best golf training 200 1,341 14.9%

Now you have a list of pages that are ranking #5 or below.

According to Advanced Web Ranking, position #5 in Google

should get a CTR of around 4.35%:

Mobile Position: 5
CTR: 4.35

Keywords : 63437 Websites: 6538

Desktop Position: 5

CTR: 4.24
Keywords : 45371 Websites: 6768
9 13
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You want to filter out everything that’s beating that expected
CTR of 4.35%. That way you can focus on pages that are
underperforming.

So click the filter button again and check the “CTR” box.

2 = ¥
Queries
Clicks
|
Impressions
CTR
Position

(Make sure you leave the “Position” box ticked)

Then, set the CTR filter to “Smaller than” 4.35.
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Smaller than 4.35 4— DONE

Queries ¥ Clicks Impressions CTR Position
best point and shoot camera 110 3,294 3.3% 9.1
under 200

bridge camera vs dslr 50 1,220 4.1% 7.8
otg goggles 45 2,591 1.7% 6.4

So what have we got?

A list of keywords that are ranking 5 or lower AND have a CTR less
than 4.35%.

In other words:

Keywords you could get more traffic from. We just need to bump
up their CTR.

So:
Let’s see if we can find a keyword with a lower-than-expected

CTR. When | scroll down the list... this keyword sticks out like a
sore thumb.

best helmet brands 44 1,507 5.8
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1,504 impressions and only 43 clicks... ouch! | know that | can do
better than 2.9%.

Now that we’ve found a keyword with a bad CTR, it’s time to turn
things around.
#2: Find the page

Next, you want to see which page from your site ranks for the
keyword you just found.

To do that, just click on the query with the bad CTR. Then, click
“Pages”:

QUERIES PAGES COUNTRIES DEVICES SEARCH APPEARANCE
= 3
Page ¥ Clicks Impressions CTR Position
https://noocbnorm.com/best-motorcycle-helmet-brands/ 44 1,507 2.9% 5.8

Easy.
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#3: Take a look at ALL the keywords this page ranks for

There’s no point improving our CTR for one keyword... only to
mess it up for 10 other keywords.

So here’s something really cool:

The Performance report can show you ALL keywords that your
page ranks for.

And it’s SUPER easy to do.
Just click on “+ New” in the top bar and hit “page...”.

ESll Search type: Web /' Date: Last 3 months + NEW

Query...

Page...

Total clicks Total impressions Average position
Country...
18.3K 417K gl

Device...

Search appearance...
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Then enter the URL you want to view queries for.

Page

FILTER COMPARE

URLSs containing

https://noobnorm.com/best-motorcycle-helmet-brands/

Bingo! You get a list of keywords that page ranks for:

=3 Search type: Web Date: Last 3 months 4 Page: +best-motorcycle-helmet-b.. €@ + NEW

Queries ¥ Clicks Impressions
best motorcycle helmet 2018 132 2,023
motorcycle helmet brands to avoid 42 947
best motorcycle helmets 2018 M 977

You can see that the page has shown up over 42,000 times in
Google...but only got around 1,500 clicks.


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

Total clicks Total impressions Average CTR Average position

1.56K 42.4K 3.7% 13.7
@ ©) ®

So this page’s CTR is pretty bad across the board.

(Not just for this particular keyword)

#4: Optimize your title and description to get more
clicks

| have a few go-to tactics that | use to bump up my CTR.

But my all time favorite is: Power Words.

What are power words?

Power words show that someone can get quick and easy results
from your content.

And they’ve been proven again and again to attract clicks in the
SERPs.
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Here are a few of my favorite Power Words that you can include in
your title and description:

 Today
* Right now
* Fast

*  Works quickly
e Step-by-step

e Easy

e Best

* Quick

e Definitive
* Simple

So | added a few of these Power Words to the page’s title and
description tag:

@ Snippet preview (7]

The Best Motorcycle Helmet Brands Right Now [Definitive List for 2018]
https://noobnorm.com/best-motorcycle-helmet-brands/ «

Need a new lid? Want to know what the BEST motorcyle helmet brands are right now? We've got you
covered. With over 20 years of riding experience in our team, we've road tested a ton of helmet brands.
And only the best of the best have made it to our list.

D ; # Edit snippet
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#5: Monitor the results

Finally, wait at least 10 days. Then log back in.

Why 10 days?

It can take a few days for Google to reindex your page.

Then, the new page has to be live for about a week for you to get
meaningful data.

With that, | have great news:

With the new Search Console, comparing CTR over two date
ranges is a piece of cake.

Just click on the date filter:

— X7 \
— Search type: Web / LDate: Last 3 months 11 + NEW

Select the date range. I’'m going to compare the 2 week period
before the title change, to the 2 weeks after:
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Date range

FILTER COMPARE

O Compare last 28 days year over year

() Compare last 3 months year over year

@ Custom

Start date End date

2018-02-05 2018-02-18

V8.

Start date End date

2018-01-22 2018-02-04

CANCEL APPLY

Finally, filter the data to show search queries that include the
keyword you found in step #1 (in this case: “best helmet brands”).
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= Search type: Web Date: Compare # Query: best helmet brands €@ + NEW

QUERIES PAGES COUNTRIES DEVICES SEARCH APPEARANCE
= 3
2/5/18-2/18/18 1/22/18-2/4/18 2/5/18-2/18/18 1/22/18 -2/4/18
Queries CTR CTR Position Position
best helmet brands 49% 3% I 5.6 5.8
Rows perpage: 10 1-10f1 < >
Boom!

We’ve increased our CTR by 63.2%. And just as important: we’re
now beating the average CTR for position 5.

Pro tip: You’ll find that different title formats work
better in different niches. So you might have to

experiment to find the perfect format for YOUR
industry. The good news: Search Console gives
you the data you need to do just that.

BACKLINKO.COM

BACKLINK®
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How To Find “Opportunity Keywords”
With GSC’s Performance Report

If the last example didn’t convince you of just how awesome the
new Performance Report is, then | guarantee this one wiill.

What Is An Opportunity Keyword?

An opportunity keyword is a phrase that ranks between positions
8-20 AND gets a decent number of impressions.

Why is this such a big opportunity?

#1: Google already considers your page to be a decent fit for the
keyword (otherwise you wouldn’t be anywhere close to page 1).
When you give your page some TLC, you can usually bump it up
to the first page.

#2: You’re not relying on iffy keyword volume data from third
party SEO tools. The impression data you get from the GSC tells
you EXACTLY how much traffic to expect.
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Mining For Gold With Google Search
Console’s Performance Report

Finding these gold nugget keywords in the Performance report is
a simple, 3-step process.

1. Set the date range to the last 28 days:

Date range
FILTER COMPARE

(O Last7days

(O Last3 months
Last 6 months
Last 12 months
Last 16 months

Custom

2018-01-18 E - 2018-04-16

CANCEL APPLY
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2. Filter the report to show keywords ranking “Greater than” 7.9

QUERIES PAGES COUNTRIES DEVICES SEARCH APPEARANCE

Queries
Greater than 7.9

Clicks
Queries \ V¥ Clicks Impressions

Impressions
best motorcycle helmet 2018 45 830 CTR
best point and shoot camera under 200 25 785 I Position
best skate decks 19 359 5.3% 8.1
best skateboard deck brands 18 314 5.7% 8.5

3. Finally, sort the by “Impressions”. And you get a huge list of
“Opportunity Keywords”:

QUERIES PAGES COUNTRIES DEVICES SEARCH APPEARANCE
1 = %
Queries Clicks V¥ Impressions CTR Position
best skateboard decks 130 2,583 5% 8.1

best point and shoot camera under 200 35 1,092 3.2% 9.3
best golf shoes 2018 33 638 5.2% 12
motocross brands 6 590 1% 8.2

Here’s what to do to push those pages up:
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#1: Cover The Topic In INSANE Detail
Google LOVES content that covers T00% of a topic.

That’s probably why the average word count of a page 1 result is
1.890 words.

CONTENT TOTAL WORD COUNT
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So make sure your content is a BEAST. It should cover everything
there is to know about your topic.

(Kind of like this guide you’re reading)
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#2: Improve Dwell Time With Video

Dwell time is the amount of time a Google searcher spends on
your page.

And when you increase your Dwell Time, you can get higher
rankings (thanks to RankBrain).

Now you already made your content super in-depth. So there’s a
good chance your Dwell Time is already solid.

But to seal the deal...

Add some videos to your page. Wistia found that visitors spend
2.6x more time on pages with video.

"People spent on average 2.6x more time on pages
with video than without."

So it appears that having video on a page (assuming it's useful and/or engaging) correlates with more

spent on the page. Now the question becomes, why should we care?

That's a HUGE difference.
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And if you want to learn some other ways to boost Dwell Time,
here’s a video that shows you how to do it:

The SEO ranking factor you MUST master in 2018 (and beyo.. & =
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#3: Add Internal Links For An EASY Win

Adding a few internal links to your page can give it a quick (and
EASY) boost.

INTERNAL LINKS

ABOUT US

CHECK OUT THIS POST

In chapter 4 I’'m going to show you how to use Search Console to
optimize internal linking.

But for now, just keep in mind that a handful of strategic internal
links can quickly boost your rankings.
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BACKLINKC

#4: Grab Some New Backlinks To CRUSH The
Competition

Yup, backlinks are still a GIGANTIC part of Google’s algorithm.

Which means: Building high quality backlinks to your page can
boost its rankings... even if everything else stays exactly the same.

But this is not a link building guide. This is.

BACKLINK ABOUT  CONTACT  SEO HACKS

LINK BUILDING FOR SEO:

The Definitive Guide (2018 Update)

It's no secret that link building is the most ‘
important skill in SEO.

In fact, it’s a culmination of several different

skills: you need to master content, sales,
programming, psychology, and good old-
fashioned marketing if you want other
people to link to your site.

Bottom line? If you want more search
engine traffic, link building is a must.

So make sure to bookmark that guide so you can read it later. And
before we move onto the next chapter, I’'ve got two quick bonus
tips for you...

BACKLINKO.COM
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Bonus Tip #1: Optimize For
Opportunity Keywords In GSC... and
Rank For HUNDREDS Of Longtails

In my guide to Google’s RankBrain, | said:

“Long tail keywords are dead.”

And I’'m not taking it back.

The days of optimizing 1000 pages around 1000 long tail
keywords are long gone.

The good news? You can now get one of your pages to rank for
hundreds or even thousands of long tail keywords.

Want proof? According to Ahrefs, my post on SEO techniques
ranks for 4,000 different keywords...

21 Actionable SEO Techniques That Work GREAT in 2018

backlinko.com/seo-techniques v

Ahrefs Rank ' Backlinks Referring domains ' Organic keywon:ls‘r

UR' DR'
5,195 53 , ‘ 84 ’ 6.19K 738 .13 4.0K 12
Recent 7.64K Recent 822 PPC O

Historical 12.1K Historical 1.36K
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For example, | rank on page 1 for keywords like “SEO strategy”,
even though | didn’t optimize for that term.

seo strategy 2,100 43 15.00 60 913

Why? Because Google is smart enough to figure out that “SEO
strategy” and “SEO techniques” are basically the same.

OK, how about long tails? Yep, | rank for a TON of them:

how to do search engine 1,100 78 5.00 19 9 14
optimization

how to boost seo 200 65 7.00 35 11 14
how to use seo 400 74 5.00 10 9 11

The result? This one page brings me over seven thousand visitors
a month from Google...

/seo-techniques d2 | 17,053] (4.16%)
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So what’s the secret?

Well first, you want to make your content SUPER in-depth. We
already covered that. But it bears repeating.

Because when you publish meaty content, you rank for hundreds
of long tail keywords automatically.

Need a hint on what extra sections to include? Just check what
keywords your page is already ranking for in Search Console.

= Search type: Web # Date: Last 28 days »* Page: https:/backlinko.com/key.. €@ + NEW

Queries L Clicks Impressions

keyword research 1,756 20,317

keyword analysis 158 4,647
seo keyword research 92 7
keyword 87 29,319
how to do keyword research 2018 77 140
how to do keyword research 7 1,730
keywords research 49 1,223

backlinko keyword research 49 135

And here’s another pro tip: Find the most common questions
people ask about your topic. Then, answer them in your content.

The easiest way to find questions: use Answer The Public.
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Just type your main keyword into the box...

Language Ask the Seeker. Enter your keyword

EN get fit

Get Questions

And you’ll get a massive list of questions...
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The best part? These answers give you a shot to rank as a
Featured Snippet. After all: why rank #1 when you can rank #07?
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Find High-Impression Keywords

| already showed you how to optimize keywords that rank 8-20.
But...

| also like to look for keywords that aren’t ranking, yet still get
some impressions. Here’s an example:

Queries L Clicks Impressions CTR Position

build your own skateboard 0 197 0% 50.4
That keyword is sitting at position 50-ish... yet the page was still
seen nearly 200 times.

Which tells me: if that many people are visiting the 5th page, wait
until I hit the first page.

[t’s gonna be nuts!
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Chapter 4

Cool GSC Features

O OO
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In this chapter I’'m going to show you
some of the coolest features in the
Google Search Console.

First, I’ll teach you how you can use the
Search Console to fix your schema.

Then, I'll show you one of the quickest
(and EASIEST) wins in SEO.

Share

BACKLINKO.COM


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

Nail Your Schema With The Structured
Data Testing Tool

If you’re not using Schema markup, you’re missing out.

As you might have read, my analysis of 1 million Google search
results didn’t find any correlation between Schema and rankings.

PRESENCE OF SCHEMA MARKUP
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But that doesn’t mean Schema is useless.
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Schema can hook you up with sitelinks, star reviews, and recipe
images that help your result stand out... and get more clicks.

cherry crumble recipe ,!, Q

All Shopping Images Videos News More Settings Tools

About 4,780,000 results (0.34 seconds)

Directions

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C.) Lightly
grease a 2 quart baking dish. Pour pie filling into the dish,
and spread evenly.

2. In a medium bowl, mix together flour, oats, sugar,
cinnamon, and nutmeg. Mix in melted margarine. ...

3. Bake in the preheated oven for 30 minutes, or until topping
is golden brown.

Cherry Crisp Recipe - Allrecipes.com
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/23421/cherry-crisp/

sour cherry apple peach almond

@ Aboutthisresult @ Feedback

Cherry Crumble Recipe - Allrecipes.com
= https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/12291/cherry-crumble/ ¥

B & % & &3 Rating: 4.6 - 97 reviews - 1 hr- 189 cal
# Melt butter or margarine in a large saucepan. Remove pan from heat; stir in oats, flour,
brown sugar, and salt until a dry, crumbly dough forms. Press about 2/3 of the dough into
the bottom of 9 inch square pan, making a firm even layer. Spread cherry pie filling in the
crust, and sprinkle with remaining crumb mixture.

Cherry Crisp Recipe - Allrecipes.com

=== https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/23421/cherry-crisp/ v
% % %% Rating: 4.3 - 209 reviews - 55 min - 362 cal
Directions. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C.) Lightly grease a 2 quart baking
dish. Pour pie filling into the dish, and spread evenly. In a medium bowl, mix together flour,
oats, sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeg. Mix in melted margarine. Bake in the preheated oven
for 30 minutes, or until topping is golden ...


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

In fact, a recent study by ConversionXL found that review stars
can improve CTR by up to 35%. That’s INSANE.

It gets better:

Google has a free tool that makes testing Schema structured data
a cinch.

You can access this tool in Search Console. Just click “Web Tools >
Testing Tools > Structured Data Testing Tool”.

Web Tools o S
Ad Experience Report Testing Tools
Desktop
Structured Use the Structured Data Testing Tool to check that Google can
Mobile Data Testing  correctly parse your structured data markup and display it in search
Tool results.
Abusive Experiences Structured
D;?;G;ku Not sure how to start with adding structured data markup to your
Testing Tools Helper P HTML? Try this point-and-click tool.
Other Resources Email Markup Validate the structured data contents of an HTML email using Email
Tester Markup Tester.

Search Console

Or if you’re already signed in to your Google account, you can
click here.
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To run a test, just enter a URL into the box and hit “Run Test”:

Test your structured data X

FETCH URL CODE SNIPPET

@ | https://backlinko.com

RUN TEST

Running this site through the tool highlighted an error in their
“Organization” schema:

Qrganization I 1 ERRORS 0 WARNINGS A~ I

ID: https://moosend.com/#organization

@type QOrganization

@id https://moosend.com/#organization

url https:/moosend.com/

sameAs https:/www.facebook.com/moosend/
sameAs https://www.linkedin.com/company/moosend
sameAs https://twitter.com/moosend

| https://moosend.com/wp-
0go
content/uploads/2016/09/logo-psd.png

€ name A value for the name field is required.
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This one was an easy fix.

All they had to do was add schema markup for “name”...

Organization | 0ErroRs 0 waRNINGS A |

ID: https://moosend.com/#organization

@type Qrganization

@id https://moosend.com/#organization

url https:/moosend.com/

sameAs https://www.facebook.com/moosend/
sameAs https://www.linkedin.com/company/moosend
sameAs https://twitter.com/moosend

name Moosend

| https://moosend.com/wp-
0go
content/uploads/2016/09/logo-psd.png

... and the errors are gone.

As it turns out, the GSC actually gives us TWO ways to find
schema errors.

| just showed you the first one.

But | think this second method is even better.

Why?

Because it shows you schema errors across your entire site.
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For example, here’s what you get when you click the “Structured
Data” link under “Search Appearance”:

Search Console

4 Try the new Search Console
Dashboard
Messages (7)
~ Search Appearance
Structured Data
Rich Cards
Data Highlighter

HTML Improvements

Accelerated Mobile Pages
» Search Traffic
» Google Index
» Crawl

Security Issues

Web Tools

Structured Data

Status: 3/19/18

W 1,935 items &

& https://noobnorm.com/ ~

B 30 rtems with Errors (7

Help ~ Q -

on 171 pages on 30 pages

Items Items with Errors

4,000 160

3,000 120

2,000 80

1,000 40

122117 174118 118/18 21118 21518 3ns 31518
12114117 12128117 11118 1725118 2/818 2122118 35818
Download Show | 25 rows ~ 1-13 0f 13

Data Type Source Pages Items Items with Errors

heniry Markup: 139 139 92
microformats.org

hcard Markup: 31 32 092
microformats.org

Article Markup: schema.org 33 353 -

We can see that there are “hentry” errors on 28 pages, and
“hcard” errors on 2.

Let’s click on the hentry errors to see what’s up...


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

Showing all pages. (7)

Download  Filter URL Show 25 rows ~ 1-25 of 139 >

Page URL Items Items with Errors « Iﬁ‘::;cted O Ermors
/best-hiking-backpacks/ 1 01 I3«'1?.‘18 Missing authorl
/best-beginner-bmx-bike/ 1 01 3/16/18 Missing: author
/best-inflatable-driveaway-awning... 1 01 3/18/18 Missing: author
/best-surf-booties/ 1 01 378 Missing: author
/best-drawing-tablet/ 1 o1 316118 Missing: author
/best-running-jackets/ 1 01 31618 Missing: author
Ibest-dirt-bike-oils-fluids-cleaners/ 1 01 31618 Missing: author

Looks like we’re missing schema for “author”. Here’s the fix.

Missing: author

To temporarily fix this issue for the author tag, please follow these steps:

o Locate the call to the author(); inyour theme's single.php file, it

might look something like this:

<span class="author name"><?php the_author(); ?2></span>

o Change it so that it has a class vcard author and within that
another element with a class £n . The example above would become

something like this:

<span class="vcard author author name"><span class="fn"><?php the
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Did it work? To find out, hit the blue “Test live data” button.

hentry (markup: microformats org) = Page details

https://noobnorm.com/best-hiking-backpacks/ 7

Crawled: 3/18/18
Data only shows detected fields and may be different than live data.

hentry

itemtype: hitp://imicroformats.org/profile/hentry

entry-title: The 10 Best Hiking Backpacks

entry-content: If you've read our beginner's guide to hiking, you'll know a
quality backpack is an essential piece of kit.In our 3-minute
guide to the best hiking backpacks, we'll cover:The Best Hiking...

updated: February 13, 2018

published: September 15, 2017 9:28 pm

tag: hitps:/incobnorm.com/category/outdoors/hiking/

Use the Structured Data Testing Tool to check live data for errors.

Test live data Close

Which takes you back to the Structured Data Testing Tool. As you
can see, it worked like a charm!

hentry 0 ERRORS 0 WARNINGS ~

@type hentry

entry-title The ABSOLUTE Best Hiking Backpacks &
Daypacks [Updated For 2018]
If you've read our beginner’s guide to hiking,
you'll know a quality backpack is an essential

entry-content piece of kit.In our 3-minute guide to the best
hiking backpacks, we'll cover:The Best
Hiking...

updated Updated March 25, 2018

author

@type hcard

fn Grant
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Power Up Important Pages With
Internal Links

Make no mistake:

Internal links are SUPER powerful.

Unfortunately, most people use internal linking all wrong.
That’s the bad news.

The good news?

The Search Console has an awesome feature designed to help you
overcome this problem.

This report shows you the EXACT pages that need some internal
link love.

To access this report, hit “Internal Links” in the GSC sidebar.

And you’ll get a report that shows you the number of internal links
pointing to every page on your site.
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Search Console & https:/inoobnorm.com/ ~ Help ~ 0

2 Try the new Search Console Internal Links

Dashboard
Messages (8) Find internal links to https://noobnorm.com/ Find
» Search Appearance @ Download this table Show 25rows v 1-250f140 < >
~ Search Traffic
Search Analytics Target pages Links +
Links to Your Site https://noobnorm.com/ 432
Internal Links
/about-us/ 270
Manual Actions
International Targeting [privacy/ 270
Mobile Usability [contact/ 253
» Google Index [category/outdoors/camping/ 251
» Crawl [category/sport/ 254
Security Issues [category/outdoors/surfing/ 249

This report is already a goldmine.
But it gets better...

You can find the EXACT pages that internally link to a specific
page. Just grab a URL and paste it here:

Internal Links

Find internal links to https:flnoobnorm.com/l best-motorcycle-helmet-brands/ I Find
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And you’ll get a list of all the internal links pointing to that page:

Links to Total links
/best-motorcycle-helmet- 11
brands/ [Z
Find internal links to https://noobnorm.com/ best-motorcycle-helmet-brands/ Find
Download this table Show 25rows ~
Links

fauthor/grant/page/5/ [2
/best-beginner-motorcycle-helmet/ [
/best-bmx-shoes/ 7
/best-golf-rangefinders/ [
/best-motorcycle-ground-anchors/ [
/best-motorcycle-helmet-brands/feed/ [J
/category/outdoors/ [£
/category/outdoors/page/3/ [7
/gopro-comparison/ [

/page/3/ 7

/page/5/ 2
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In this case, we only have 11 internal links pointing to this
motorcycle helmet brands page. That’s not good.

So:

Once you find a page that doesn’t have enough internal links juice,
add some internal links that point to that page.

Why waste time on your bike, when there’s hundreds that have zero security?

Sad, but true.

Need a new lid?

Check ouflour guide to the best motorcycle helmet brands in 2018 Jwith 20 years+ biking
experience on our team, we've road tested a TON of brands, and picked out the best of the best.

The Best Concrete Motorcycle Ground Anchor

Oxford Terra Force Drop-In Ground Anchor

Time spent: under a minute.

Assessment: Win!
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Pro Tip: Supercharge Key Posts With
Internal Links From Powerhouse Pages

What’s a Powerhouse Page?
It’s a page on your site with lots of quality backlinks.
More backlinks = more link juice to pass on through internal links.

You can easily find Powerhouse Pages in the Google Search
Console.

Just hit the “Links To Your Site” link. And you’ll see a section titled
“Your most linked content”.

Search Console hitps:/ibacklinko.com! Help  ~ s -
2 Try th Search Consol A i
g fanewSeuen oo | Links toYour:Site
Dashboard
Messages Total links
178,166

» Searct 3

~ Search Traffic links the most Your most linked content

Search Analytics -

Links to Your Site blogspat.com 13,371 https://backlinko.com/ 28,513

Internal Links quora.com 8474 | igoogle-ranking-factors 17,765

Manual Actions scoop.it 8203 | iskyscraper-technique 1,577
International Targeting

wordpress.com 5860 | /on-page-seo 11,264
Mobile Usability
kfest.dk 4510 Isearch-engine-ranking 11,110
» Google Index
More » More »

» Crawl



https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

Click “More” for a full list.

By default, the report is ordered by the total number of backlinks.
But | prefer to sort by number of source domains:

Overview » All linked pages
Your pages that are linked from other domains.

Download this table Download more sample links Download latest links Show 25rows ~  1-250f53 >
Your pages Links Source domains «
https://backlinko.com/ 28,513 4,668
Igoogle-ranking-factors 17,765 3,943
Isearch-engine-ranking 11,110 2,879
Iskyscraper-technique 11,577 2315
/on-page-seo 11,264 2,099
/keyword-research 6,239 1,370
Nlink-building 6,558 1,236
Iseo-techniques 7,047 1,123
[/17-untapped-backlink-sources 3,820 949
lincrease-conversions 8,644 891
/how-to-rank-youtube-videos 7,052 831
/seo-tools 5,217 807
/blog 3,10 698
/high-quality-backlinks 2,147 679

These are your Powerhouse Pages.

And all you need to do is add some internal links FROM those
pages TO the ones you want to boost.

Easy, right?
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Chapter 5

Advanced Tips and Strategies

BACKLINKO BACKLINKO.COM
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BACKLINK®
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Now it’s time for some advanced
tips and strategies.

In this chapter you’ll learn how

to use Google Search Console to
optimize crawl budget, fix issues
with mobile usability, and improve
your mobile CTR.

BACKLINKO.COM
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Mastering Crawl Stats & Crawl Budget

If you have a small site (<1,000 pages), you probably don’t need
to worry about crawl stats.

But if you have a huge site... that’s a different story.

In that case, it’s worth looking into your crawl budget.

What Is Crawl Budget?

Your Crawl Budget is the number of pages on your site that
Google crawls every day.

You can see this number in the “Crawl Stats” report.

Google 50
Search Console https:Jﬁwww.meintmndyhandy.de,‘ Help ~ a -

4 Try the new Search Console Crawl Stats

Dashboard Googlebot activity in the last 90 days

Messages (11) Pages crawled per day High Average Low

» Search Appearance @ 65,559 22,257 6,072
80,000

¥ Search Traffic
60,000

» Google Index

40,000

~ Crawl
20,000

Crawl Errors

Crawl Stats k Mar 2018 Apr 2018 My 2018
Fetch as Google

robots.txt Tester

Sitemaps

URL Parameters
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In this case, Google crawls an average of 22,257 pages per day. So
that’s this site’s Crawl Budget.

Why Is Crawl Budget Important For SEO?

Say you have:

200,000 pages on your website

and

A crawl budget of 2,000 pages per day

It could take Google 100 days to crawl your site.

So if you change something on one of your pages, it might take
MONTHS before Google processes the change.

Or, if you add a new page to your site, Google’s going to take
forever to index it.

So what can you do to get the most out of your Crawl Budget?

Three things...
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#1: First, stop wasting Crawl Budget on unnecessary
pages

This is a biggie for Ecommerce sites.

Most ecommerce sites let their users filter through products... and
search for things.

This is great for sales.

But if you’re not careful, you can find yourself with THOUSANDS
of extra pages that look like this:

yourstore.com/product-category/?size=small&orderby=price&colo
r=green...

Unless you take action, Google will happily waste your crawl
budget on these junk pages.

What’s the solution?
URL Parameters.

To set these up, click the “URL Parameters” link. Then hit “Add
Parameter”.
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Google
Search Console

7 Try the new Search Console
Dashboard
Messages (11)
» Search Appearance @
» Search Traffic

» Google Index

- Crawl
Crawl Errors
Crawl Stats
Fetch as Google
robots.txt Tester

Sitemaps

URL Parameters

Security Issues

Web Tools

URL Parameters

https://www.meintrendyhandy.de/ Help -

Help Google crawl your site more efficiently by indicating how we should handle parameters in your URLs.

more.

Use this feature only if you're sure how parameters work. Incorrectly excluding URLs could result in m:
pages disappearing from search.

Download this table Add parameter h

Parameter URLs monitored =
lang 3,319
id 3,319

Custo_mP 3.230
ageSize

perpage 1,827

um_me  gq
dium
utm_cam

. 691
paign

Configured
Apr 3, 2018

Apr 3, 2018

Apr 3,2018

Apr 24, 2017

Apr 24, 2017

Effect

Narrows

Narrows

Narrows

None

None

Show 25rows 1-25 of 87

Crawl

No URLs

No URLs

No URLs

Let Googlebot decide

Representative URL

Representative URL

Let’s say that you let users filter products by color. And each color

has its own URL.
For example, the color URLs look like this:

yourstore.com/product-category/?color=red

You can easily tell Google not to crawl any URLs with that color

parameter:
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Add parameter

Parameter (case sensitive)

color

Does this parameter change page content seen by the user?

[ Yes: Changes, reorders, or narrows page content e}

How does this parameter affect page content?

Which URLs with this parameter should Googlebot crawl?

) Every URL @ (the pa ntent changes for each value)
O Only URLs with v |v| @ (may hide content from Googlebot)

Cancel

Repeat this for ALL parameters you don’t want Google to crawl.

And if you're somewhat new to SEO, check in with an SEO
specialist to make sure this is implement correctly. When it comes
to parameters, it’s easy to do more harm than good!

#2: See how long it takes Google to download your
page

The crawl report in Search Console shows you the average time it
takes Google to download your pages:
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Time spent downloading a page (in milliseconds)

m\

600
400

200

Mar 2018 Apr 2018 May 2018

See that spike? It means that it suddenly took Google A LOT
longer to download everything. And this can KILL your Crawl
Budget.

In fact, we have this quote straight from the horse’s mouth...
In a Google Webmaster Central blog post, Googler Gary lllyes
explained:

“Making a site faster improves the users’ experience while also
increasing crawl rate. For Googlebot a speedy site is a sign of
healthy servers, so it can get more content over the same number
of connections. On the flip side, a significant number of 5xx errors
or connection timeouts signal the opposite, and crawling slows
down.”

Bottom line? Make sure your site loads SUPER fast. You already
know that this can help your rankings.

As it turns out, a fast-loading site squeezes more out of your crawl
budget too.
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#3: Get more backlinks to your site

As if backlinks couldn’t be any more awesome, it turns out that
they also help with your crawl budget.

In an interview with Eric Enge of Stone Temple Consulting, Matt
Cutts said:

“The best way to think about it is that the number of pages that
we crawl is roughly proportional to your PageRank. So if you have
a lot of incoming links on your root page, we’ll definitely crawl
that. Then your root page may link to other pages, and those will
get PageRank and we’ll crawl those as well. As you get deeper
and deeper in your site, however, PageRank tends to decline.”

The takeaway:

More backlinks = bigger crawl| budget.
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Get The Most Out of “Fetch As
Google”

| already covered the “Fetch As Google” tool in Chapter 3.

But that was one part of a big process. So let’s take a look at
Fetch As Google as a standalone tool. Specifically, ’'m going to
show you 3 cool things you can do with the Fetch As Google tool.

#1: Get new content indexed (in minutes)

Fetch As Google is the FASTEST way to get new pages indexed.
Just published a new page? Just pop the URL into the box and hit
“Fetch”.

2 Try the new Search Console

Fetch as Google

Dashboard
See how Google renders pages from your website. Learn more

Messages

» Search Appearance @ https:/lbacklinka.mml

Leave URL blank to fetch the homepage. Requests may take a few minutes to process.
» Search Traffic oo 9 u g

oo :
» Google Index
~ Crawl
Crawl Errors Click a row to view the de of a fetch attempt
Crawl Stats
Fetch as Google Path Googlebot type Render requested Status
robots.txt Tester Ivideo-seo-guide Desktop v @ Partial
SHemaps /google-rankbrain-seo Desktop v < Partial
URL Parameters
/thanks-webinar Desktop v @ Partial
Security Issues
/webinar-popup-form Desktop v @ Partial

Web Tools
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Next, hit “Request indexing” to send Googlebot to that page.

Path Googlebot type Render rsquasle\ Date
/on-page-seo Desktop @ Complete Request indexing 4/19/18, 2213PM  »

Ivideo-seo-guide Desktop v @ Partial Indexing requested 4/19/18,9:52 AM  »

Finally, choose “Crawl only this URL” and hit “Go”...

Choose submit method

You are submitting the following URL for indexing by Google:
https://backlinko.com/on-page-seo [

Recrawling happens a few minutes after you click Go. At that time, the content of your page is what
Google will index.

Note: The page will be considered for indexing only if it meets our quality guidelines and avoids the
use of noindex directives

™

reCAPTCHA

Privacy - Terms

\/ I'm not a robot

® Crawl only this URL
Crawl this URL and its direct links

...and Google will normally index your page within a few minutes.
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#2: Use “Fetch as Google” to reindex updated content

If you’re a regular Backlinko reader, you know that | LOVE
updating old content. | do it to keep my content fresh. But | also
do it because it increases organic traffic (FAST).

For example, in this case study, | reveal how relaunching an old
post got me 260.7% more organic traffic in just 14 days.

How to Get 260.7% More
Organic Traffic In 14 Days (New
Strategy + Case Study)

""‘1,_? by Brian Dean @ Last updated Nov. 28, 2016

Today I'm going to show you a new

strategy that boosted my organic traffic by
260.7%.

(In 14 days)

: . THE CONTENT
This strategy also led to a flood of visitors
RELAUNCH

from Twitter, Facebook and blogs.

The best part?

I didn’t need to publish any new content.

And in today’s post I'll reveal the exact step-by-step process that I used.
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And you better believe | always use the “Fetch As Google” tool
to get my new content indexed ASAP. Otherwise, | have to wait
around for Google to recrawl the page on its own. As Sweet
Brown famously said: “Ain’t nobody got time for that!”.

#3: Identify Problems With Rendering
So what else can the “Fetch As Google” tool do?

“Fetch And Render” shows you how Google and users see your
page. And because it shows them side-by-side, you can EASILY
spot differences.

In this case...

https://noobnorm.com/strength-training/ 2 Request indexing
Googlebot type: Desktop (render requested)

@ Partial on Wednesday, March 21, 2018 at 3:16:47 AM PDT

Fetching Rendering

This is how Googlebot saw the page: This is how a visitor to your website would have seen the page:

Complete Guide To Strength Training (How To
Build Muscle, Power & Fitness)

Complete Guide To Strength Training (How To
Build Muscle, Power & Fitness)

Nick Catin

o Intemetts Fusiling
Doutle Otympian & international field hockey player Nick Catii reveals hes strength salioation 0710
training regime for busiding muscle. speed power and stamina. includes video
tutorials for each exercise. and a home routine for muscle maintenance when you

Guide To The Best
can't get to the gym

2000

Why Should You Listen To Me?

| s m After aimost s Gecade as & full Bme, ite athiete,
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...Houston, we have a problem!

Looks like Googlebot can’t load some of the images on that page.

What’s going on here?

Well, | scrolled down to the bottom of the report. And it looks like
the images were temporarily unreachable.

Googlebot couldn't get all resources for this page. Here's a list: @

URL Type Reason Severity

Temporarily

https://noobnorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/olympic-rings-photo-164x99.jpg (2 Image e Taile

https://www.google-analytics com/collect?v=18&_v=j66&a=1866784098&t=pageview&_s=1&d|=https%
3A%2F%2Fnoobnorm com%2Fstrength-training%2F &ul=en-us&de=UTF-8&dt=Complete%20Guide%20

To%20Strength%20Training%20(Build%20Muscle%2C%20Power%20%26%20F itness)&sd=24-bit&sr=  Image Iﬁ?;’;‘;m:{e =
1024x7688&vp=1024x7688je=0& u=aGBAgUAIC~8&jid=7363272938gjid=2038758798&cid=1337952572
1521627647&1id=UA-103545381-1&_gid=1934583160.152162764782=479888047 (%
https://stats.g.doubleclick.net/r/collect?t=dc&aip=1&_r=3&v=1&_v=]66&tid=UA-103545381-18&cid=1337 Temporarily

952572.15216276474&jid=73632729380jid=203875879& _qid=1934583160.1521627647&_u=aGBAgUA  Image

jC~&2=1268652245 (2 unreachable

https://noobnorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/full-body-workout-1024x538 jpg 2 Image Iﬁ'{:‘;‘éﬁ:ﬂ{e -
https://noobnorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Gym-article-240x300.jpg (2 Image If"r:‘;‘;.aafg}’e -
https://noobnorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/nuzest-banner. jpg 7 Image Iz;:gz;:g‘{e -
https://noobnorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/females-sport-197x133.jpg & Image I?\?;g?:;]aarglya -
https://noobnorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/warmest-socks-cold-197x133.jpg 2 Image Ifn?;‘;?:?arg{e -
https://noobnorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/olympic-rings-photo-197x133.jpg [ Image Iﬁ?;gg;‘a;gre -
https://noobnorm.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/best-bmx-shoes-164x99.jpg 2 Image I?\rr:g?:?arg{e -

Maybe it was a fluke.

So | went ahead and ran the “Fetch And Render” again.

And Google still couldn’t access those images. Hmmm.
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Next, | wanted to see if | got the same problem if | fetched using
Google’s mobile crawler.

To do that, choose “Mobile: Smartphone” here.

Fetch as Google

See how Google renders pages from your website. Learn more

https://noobnorm.com/ strength-

Leave U to fetch the homepage. Requests may take a few minutes to process

Mobile: Smartphone v FETCH FETCH AND RENDER

So what happened?

This is how Googlebot saw the page: This is how a visitor to your website would have seen the page:
noobnorm wmenus Q noobnorm wewus Q
Sports & Fithess ports & Fitness
Complete Guide To Complete Guide To
Strength Training (How Strength Training (How
To Build Muscle, Power To Build Muscle, Power
& Fitness) & Fitness)
Nick Nick Catlin Nick Catlin
Catlin

Ml A
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That’s better. Now, | should point something out:

Google recently updated their guidelines for the Fetch as Google
tool. Back in the day you got unlimited single URL submissions.
You also got up to 10 URL + “crawl this URL and its direct links”
page submissions a day. Today, you only get 10 individual URLSs
and 2 site recrawls.

+ Crawl only this URL submits only the selected URL to the Google for re-crawling. You can submit up to 10 individual
URLs per day.

+ Select Crawl this URL and its direct links to submit the URL as well as all the other pages that URL links to directly for re-
crawling. You can submit up to 2 of these site recrawl requests per day.

Google’s John Mueller stated on Twitter that they are setting
“Pretty aggressive limits” on this feature.

John ¥.0(zVs)o.vx @ 5
@JohnMu

yeah, we have some pretty aggressive limits
there at the moment. | suspect that'll settle
down again over time, but in general, |I'd
recommend focusing on non-manual
methods for normal crawling & indexing (like
sitemap files :)).

10:31 PM - 13 Mar 2018

So use it... don’t abuse it!
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Make Sure Your Site Is Optimized For
Mobile (Unless You Like Losing Traffic)

As you might have heard, more people are searching with their
mobile devices than with desktops.

(And this gap is increasing every day)

MOBILE DEVICES 58%

DESKTOPS 42%

And Google’s “Mobile-First” index means that Google only cares
about the mobile version of your site.

Bottom line? Your site’s content and UX has to be 100% optimized
for mobile.

But how do you know if Google considers your site mobile
optimized?

Well, the Google Search Console has an excellent report called
“Mobile Usability”. This report tells you if mobile users have
trouble using your site.
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Here’s an example:

2 Try the new Search Console Mobile Usablhty

Dashboard Fix mobile usability issues affecting your site. Websites with mobile usability issues may not rank as well in mobile
search results. Learn more.

Messages (13} Status: 5/14/18
» Search Appearance @ m4 Pages with issues

~ Search Traffic 7

g

3.0

Search Analytics

Links to Your Site

Internal Links
Manual Actions
International Targeting

Mobile Usability

212218 3118 3818 315118 32218 32018 475118 41218 41918 4126118 51318 51018

» Google Index

Pages with
Usability issue issues ¥
» Crawl
Security Issues 1 Clickable elements too close together 4 »
Web Tools 2  Content wider than screen 3 »

As you can see, the report is telling us about two mobile usability
issues: “Content wider than screen” and “Clickable elements too
close together”.

All you need to do is click on one of the issues. And the GSC will
show you:

1. Pages with this issue
2. How to fix the problem
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Mobile Usability > Content wider than screen ‘——

Make sure your pages don't require horizontal scrolling to view completely. Learn more.
Status: 5/14/18

m3 Pages with issues

4

2n 2122118 3/1/18 3/8/18 3/15/18 3/22/18 3/29/18 415118 4/12118 4/19/18 4/26/18 5/3/18 510118

Contains ~ Filter

PriorityA URL Last detected

Ishop/external/pages/de/zahlungsarten.html 5/2/18

/shop/external/pages/de/help.html 2/25/18

Ishop/external/pages/de/delivery.html 1/16/18

Then, it’s just a matter of taking care of that issue.

And if you need more help optimizing your site for mobile users,
make sure to read my guide to mobile optimization.
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Compare Your CTR On Desktop and
Mobile

The new Performance report lets you easily compare mobile and
desktop CTR.

Here’s how:

Fire up the Performance report. Then, hit “New+” to add a new
filter, and select “Device”...

= Search type: Web Date: Mar 1, 2018-Mar 27, 2018 /#* 4+ NEV-

Query...

Page...
Total clicks Total impressions Average CTR

516K , 122K . 4.2%

Country...

Device...

Search appearance...

N N~ T —~———

Click the compare tab on the popup, select “Desktop vs Mobile”,
and hit apply...
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Device

FILTER COMPARE

Desktop

VS.

Mobile

CANCEL APPLY

You’ll get a list of queries, with separate stats for mobile and
desktop.


https://backlinko.com/
https://backlinko.com/
https://twitter.com/share?text=Google+Search+Console%3A+The+Definitive+Guide&amp;url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console&amp;via=Backlinko
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbacklinko.com%2Fgoogle-search-console

Queries

best skateboard
decks

best ski goggles
under 50

gopro comparison

chart 2018

Desktop

Impressions

859

571

Mobile

Impressions

7,484

Desktop Mobile
CTR CTR
5.2% 5.6%
31.7% 19.9%
39.9% 44.1%

Desktop

Position

8.3

28

Mobile

Position

7.8

27

Of course, it’s normal for mobile and desktop CTRs to be a little

bit different.

But if you see a BIG difference, it could be that your title and
description tags don’t appeal to mobile searchers.

And that’s something you’d want to fix.
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Want more actionable SEO content
like this? Then make sure to subscribe
to my YouTube channel right now.
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